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5. Mobility  
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Existing Mobility  

 
The major regional roadways of Washington Street (US 29) and 
Broad Street (State Route 7) are the most used roadways in the 
City and intersect in the Downtown Falls Church POA, bringing 
over 50,000 people through the area daily. 
 
Major Metrobus routes and Metrobus Local routes are located 
along Broad Street and Washington Street.  A MetroExtra route 
also travels along Broad Street.  The POA is also located within 
one mile of the East Falls Church Metro Station (Orange Line 
and Future Silver Line) and one and a half mile from the West 
Falls Church Metro Station (Orange Line). 
 
Pedestrian mobility in the POA is limited in areas off of Broad 
Street by a lack of adequate sidewalks, sidewalk obstructions, 
aging crosswalks, numerous curb-cuts, and large thoroughfares.  
Pedestrians have improvised pathways across the large 
expanses of surface parking north of Broad Street.  The 
Downtown Falls Church POA also currently lacks an official City 
Bike Route through the center of the area.   
 
Streetscape elements were constructed along Broad Street, 
portions of Washington Street, and Little Falls Street in the 
1990ôs, including decorative pavers and planters.  However, the 
sidewalk along Little Falls remains obstructed by utility poles and 
the planters along Broad Street obstruct pedestrians and collect 
leaves and other matter.  Three crosswalks across Broad Street 
are improved with pavers while the rest are painted. 
 
The majority of parking is in the form of surface parking.  The 
reason for this is because the current Zoning Code requires each 
landowner to provide separate parking for their building.  This 
has led to large areas of surface parking and a balkanized 
parking situation.  The strict enforcement of towing in the area 
has resulted, which might lead potential visitors to reconsider. 
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The Surface Parking Map shows surface parking 
areas in black.  Surface parking occupies 
approximately 5.78 acres, or 15 percent of the 
developable land in the POA. Two parking structures, 
noted in blue, currently exist in the POA, one at 
Kaiser Permanente and one near George Mason 
Square.  The City has recently brokered a deal with 
Kaiser Permanente for the partial use of their parking 
garage for shared parking. 

The Improvised Pathways Map shows unofficial 
pathways that pedestrians regularly take within the 
area.  Pedestrians regularly traverse the large 
expanses of surface parking north of Broad Street to 
reach retail destinations in the area.  Pedestrians also 
travel along the City-owned parking lot near the old 
Post Office.  Pedestrians use West Fairfax Street, in 
the lower portion of the map.  West Fairfax Street is 
an unimproved street that is part of the historic Rolling 
Road and also part of the Cityôs official bike route. 

The Sidewalk Map shows the fractured nature of 
sidewalks within the POA.  Curb-cuts, encroaching 
structures, and aging narrowly designed sidewalks 
limit pedestrian mobility.  George Mason Square, 
Independence Square, and select sections along the 
northern edge of Broad Street are exceptions.  
Sidewalks are also obstructed with utilities in many 
places, as shown in the picture below. 


